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OF THE 


STATE 


OF THE 


BRITISH NATION. 


——_ 
— 


Thurſday. - ORtober 21. 1508... 


—————_ 


Have been examining a little into the 
I Aﬀair of a new War, which we have 
but tov much Proſped@ oft - in Baly— 
I know, it may be returh'd upon me, what 
have we to dv with it ? If the Emperor has 
juſt Prerentions upon the Princes of Itely, 
why ſhould not he purſue them ? If he has 
vow a better Opportunity to recover h13 
Right upon them, why ſhould he not do-it 
now, and what have the Confederates ta 
do with it ? | "= 
1 ſhall be very diftin@ in the Anſwer to 
this. 1. If,. when the Emperor -embarks 
in a War againſt the Pope, and perhaps 
with him againft the reſt of the Princes of 


Italy, he could carry on that War without. 
& Wwith-drawing the' Forces, 


which are, by 
expreſs. Stipulations with the Confederates, 


—_— 


agreed to be employ'd for the common 
Cauſe. Then indeed the Confederates 
have nothing to do with his War in /taly, 
and it would ſeem a Rudeneſs in-any Body 
toenquire into the Reaſons, the Equity, or 
the Circumftances of it It the full 
£uos4 of Troops agreed for, do pungually. 
and in due time joyn the Dake of $2voy,.and 
enable him to proſecute his Advantages 
agaioft' France—If theyatt in juſt Concert. 
with-bim, and are not recall'd before. the 
Campaign is over z if K. Charles II. be truly 
and ſuffcientlyſupply'd to maintain himſelf - 
in Czralognie, and in ConjunQion with the 
Contederate Adxilliaries, a@ offenſively. 

ioft the Spaniards—If the Tropps of the 


Empire are not leffen'd, and the Regiments 


appointed for. the; Imperial Army _— as 
ine 


Abine are not diverted and ſent away' for 
Raly—1f we are afſur'd of all this, I fay, 
it would appear much more rational to de- 
mand, what the Confederates have to do 
wita the Emperor's Quarrel with the Pope, 

2. If when the Emperor (hail have at- 
tack'd the Popg; and perhaps puſh'd bim to 
ſome Extremities, he (ends for Help tothe 
two Crowns of Spain and Frajice, and thus 
under Pretence of Auxiliaries, the Freych 
are let again into Jraly, and a Way open'd 
perhaps to bring; the Seat of the War again 
to the Banks of the Po; if when this is 
gone, as it is not altogether improbable. 
the Emperqr can drive. 
without the Help of the Cdnfederatesz if 
Eneland and. Zolland ſhall not be call'd upon 
again to hife the Pruſſiang,* Heſſians, Pala- 
tinate and Sax0u Troops, ard at the Ex- 
pence and with the Blood of Proteſtants 
make np theſe Breaches again; if this can 
be made out, then indeed they may ſay to 
the Conſederates, what dave you to do with 
it, and what is it to you who the Emperor 
quarrels with ? 

2+ If in this very War with the Pope, 
the Emperor or his Cuuncils do not ſeek 
Aſſiſtance from the Corfederates ; if they 
do not ſeek to have the Confederate Fleet 
bombard Civitta Vecchia the Pope's new 
Port, and ſo bring them in to Concern 
themſelves for him in theſe private Quarre1s 
with the Pope; if he does not ſeek nu: to 
prevent the French Succours from Thoulon 
to Genoa, and to keep the Seas lock'd up 
for him, thac the Yope may receive no 
Afiſtance that Way ; fil, 1 ſay, thea Jwe 
have the l-ſs to do to concern our ſelves in 
this War, and the Imperialifts may with 
the more Reirſon ſay t9 us, what have you 
to do with it ? | 

Bu: on the other hand, I muRt confeſs, I 


wiſh, they wou!d goon with tHar Enquiry. 


to all th: Confederates, ard ſay, let us 
2lone, what have you to do with it ?— 

That-4s 19 ſay, T would nor have the Confe- 
derates embark'd in or concern'd for the 
Empire #t al) in this Aﬀair; 'and if be will 
embarraſ himſelf in new Broils, let him 
act out of <:m as he gets in, only hold 


him if pofſibl:, nor do 7 think it is impoſſible” XK? 


:0 b41d bim, to the Neceflity of maintaining 


m out again. 


bed : 
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his proper Numbers of Troops in the Duke 
of Savoy's Armies, aud on the Rhine; which 


if he does, I believe, he will make no 


great Matter of his new War with the 
Pope. T 
The Princes of :7taly, if they are not too 
much ſuppreſs'd and aw'd by the Jate Suc- 
cefſey of the Emperor; avg eſpecially;by the 
Fate of the Dake of FHanmuz, wil never 
Rand Rilt;, and ſee the Pope pull'd down, 1 
me?n asa .Temporal Prince, (as a {piritnt1 


' Superior 1 gm noz talking of him); But 23 a 


Temporal Prince, whoſe T»: itacics lic j iſt 
between the Extreams of 7:i;z, aad being 
ſubdued, gives the Empcror a czar Thu: 
row-fare ever the whole Extent, and en- 
ticely divides the r<ſpeQive Powers, lea- 
ving the Vexetzan on one fide, and the Ge- 
noeſe and Legborneſe 01 the other, and by 
Conſequence may ealily ſubdue them, all 
their Tommunicatios being entirely cut off; 
if th-y have their Political Sznces about 
them, I ſay, they wiil never ſuffer this, 
and being back'd by the Spaniſh and French 
Powers, who knows what Cheque they may 
give to the Emperors Aﬀiirs-— One Blow 
ro his Forces on that fide would jimmediate- 
ly Joſe all Naples again 4 where, if we may 
believe ſome Accounts, the People ar- nor 
ſo-very ealie. as we. have been told. And 
thus rhe private Picqurs and Ambition of 
a Kiad of People, who regard their pri- 
vate Aﬀairs more than: the publick, may 
unravel the grand. Aﬀair, and loſe that in 
one Campaign, which. we have been fight- 
ing tor To many. Years, and have with ſuch 
Expence of Blood obtain'd. 

Theſe are the Reaſons, or at leaſt ſome of 
them, why I muſt conf-ſs I have Appre- 
henfions of ſ»mething fatal to the Conte- 
Jerates from theſe new Brojlz, which ſeem 
to br beginning .in /taly; and. cannot but 
think, that it is the general Jatereſt of the 
Allies, to interp :ſe by all poſſible. Methods. 
to prevent, it poſſible, a Breach, which ac 
this tine may have ſuch il} Conſequences, 
as A new Eruption of the French into Italy 
would unavoidably bring along with jt = 
As to the Advantages of pulling down the 
Pope, and fulfiling che Scripture, That the, 


and burn her Fleſh with Fire == 


Thias 


ings of the Earth ſhall bate tbe What, 


bl 


£ * 


wt]: 


Thidgs we are det petfeftly agreed jn the 
Interpretation of, 1. thall leave them to the 
Zealons, they do not belong to the preſent 
Diſcourſe, 1 wauld perhaps be as vet Þ 
pull. down POPERY. as audther, and a; 
forward to talk of ir too 5 but that is quite 
another thing, and belongs to another DiC- 


courſe, you may perhaps hear of it by It 
ſelf, Mean time I ſhall only leave one Ob- 
ſeryation for ſuch warm People to think 
on, Viz. That pulling down the Pore, and 
pulting down Popery, are two Things; 
p<rbaps our wad Man may fay ſomething to 
IT 1 OUT NEXT. 


— 


MirisSCELLANE A. 


N the Account I have given of the great 
Perſecution, ſo caB'd by our Friends 1be 
High-Flyers, in Scotland, T have examin'd a 
lictle the Pretences of the Gentlemen there 
againſt taking the Oaths—As that they are 
not requir'd by Law-to doit; and likewiſe 
of their praying fer the Queen— Now as 
1 (aid at firft, I ſhall rather ſtare the Fact, 
than make Comments upon the Particulars, 
till ] have gone thro” che Story z ſo I ſhall 
diſs ifs that Head with this one Remark, 
That i muſt own what I have all along ſaid 
in their Favour, that of the two, 1 think 
them much honefter Men, and much fairer 
Enemies than thoſe horrid Wretches, who 
in the Nature, if not in the Letter of the 


Thing, are perjur'd in the moſt intenſe 
Degree; 1 meas ſuch, the Intides of whoſe 
Conſciences are blacken'd and grown” hard 
with the Oaths, Abjurations they've taken, 
and yet whoſe Faces” are ftill- towards the 


Land of Sodom, Theſe I call our Swearing, 
Oatt »taking, Abjuring Facobites—who firſt 


take Oath; againſt their Principles, and: 


then purſue their Principlez 2gaiaſt theic 
Oath: . | 

I underſtand, Mr. Rehearſal, as a Token 
of his. being the Church's Deferger, has 
taken vn this Caſe, and endeavour'd- to 
excyſ- 1þ-ſe. People 3 - and really that 
Genilzman's taking up that Cauſe makes 
himſelf be a perfe&. Emblem of the Cafe, 
and he 1!!uftrates ic by the Parallel, Hark, 
how they jingle! 

A Non-jurant Rebearſer—Aefending thoſe 
that ſwear tothe Government, . 

An Abjuring #igb- Flyer blaukaing' the 
Reyolution. 

A” Diſſenting Facobize arguing ia Bebalf 
of that very Church he declares Schiſmas 
{iCal, 
A Complying. -High-Flzer —pleading for 
that very King Fames he has abjur'd. 


A profeſs'd Enemy of the Church's Con- 
ſtitution fawning upon her with a pretend- 
ed Concern for her Safety, and at the ſame 
time abhoring her very B-ing. 

A profeſs'd Enemy. of the Government's 
Conftitution, (wearing to her Authority, 
but ating for het Enemies, and rejoycing in 


| her Diſaſter. 


Now really, Gentlemen, it can be no 
Wonder at all to ſee a Gentleman, whoſe 
Incongruity of Circumſtance is ſo exat a 
Parallel to the Caſe —— undertake the De- 
fence of a Sort of People, that notbing but 
his being in the ſame Affinity of Circum- 
ſtances,/and al) driving at the me End, can 
make rational ——T ſhall not here examine 
what he has to ſay for them, no doubt he 
ſays all that can be ſaid; but having not 
ſeen hjs Papers for ſtx Months paſt, I (halt 
in my next Miſcellanea, let you. ſee the 
Opinion of ſome other Gentlemen, that 
have read the worthy Piece. 

But 3s T have not had Occaſion to talk 
with this Gentleman a great while, I can- 
not but enquire of him, if-he has yet heard 
of Mr. Lauder of Mordentoun near 'Berwick, 
or his Book—who formerly pretended he 
could not hear of, nor come at the Book—— 
N:w the Buok being fince 'made publick in 
London, and ezifie to he had, 1 would be 
glad to know, if Mr. Rehearſal has examin'd, 
whether Mr. Lauder has proy'd or no what 
1 formerly noted, in Anſwer to bis Query, 
Where was the firſt Presbyteriau Church? 
That the firſt Fpiſcopa} Church in the 
World was a Presbytetian Church, and that 
every Parochial Presbyterian Miniſter in 
Scorland is truly a Biſhipy 1 make no que- 
ſtion, but Mr. Rehearſal has long fince m:de 
this Matter clear to the World- 


